
PIAAC and Other Resources for Adult Education

AIR’s research, technical assistance, and professional development support helps states and programs:

� improve programs by strengthening accountability and data use;

� utilize instructional technology to support and expand instruction; and

� promote innovative instructional models and research-based instruction and practice.

How PIAAC Data Inform the Adult Education Field
In 2013, we learned that 36 million U.S. adults have low literacy skills. This finding was based on data collected through the Program for the International 

Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC), which assesses key cognitive and workplace skills, including literacy, numeracy, and digital problem solving. PIAAC 

data on low-skilled adults contributed to a national call for action that eventually led to the passage of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA). 

In the U.S., PIAAC was conducted by the National Center for Education Statistics of the U.S. Department of Education. 

AIR’s PIAAC team provides resources in multiple formats to make the results of this national data meaningful and useful for:

Adult Education Researchers 

Tools to analyze PIAAC data and 

a database of PIAAC research  

papers and publications. 

Adult Educators 

Research-to-Practice Guides  

based on the PIAAC frameworks 

for new approaches to learning  

activities or curricula.

Policymakers and Administrators 

Infographics and Outreach Toolkit, 

which includes valid results in a  

slideshow format.

Use PIAAC Gateway to access all this and more: www.piaacgateway.com 

For more information, contact the AIR-PIAAC team at piaac@air.org.



For more information on AIR’s Adult Learning resources, visit www.air.org/AERTAC

National Study of the Implementation of Adult Education Under WIOA

Goal: 

To evaluate how states and local adult education programs provide Adult 

Education and Family Literacy Act (AEFLA) services under WIOA. 

Activity: 

Conduct an implementation study of AEFLA, authorized under Title II 

of WIOA.

New York State Literacy Zones Researcher–Practitioner Partnership

Goal: 

To improve the outcomes of high-need adult learners in New York State 

through the increased use of data. 

Activity: 

Provide Literacy Zones with a model of professional development for 

using data-driven decision-making in case management.

Nevada Adult Education Professional Development

Goal: 

To increase the capacity of seven AEFLA Nevada Department of Education 

(NDE) grantees to offer their adult learners high-quality educational and 

career services.

Activity: 

Manage NDE’s statewide adult education professional development by 

providing highly customized technical assistance to the grantees. 

Texas Adult Education and Literacy Content Standards Rollout

Goal: 

To provide the Texas Center for the Advancement of Literacy and Learning 

statewide training on adult education content standards. 

Activity:

Design and deliver training for coaches on content standards, curriculum 

analysis, implementation strategies, and coaching skills.

Other Research Projects
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About American Institutes for Research

Established in 1946, American Institutes for Research (AIR) is an independent, nonpartisan, not-for-profit organization that conducts behavioral and social science research 

on important social issues and delivers technical assistance, both domestically and internationally, in the areas of education, health, and workforce productivity.


